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drinking water or cooking; we know these things to be essential
and do them all, though we know that we commit sin while
doing them. The Hindus even aspire to escape from the encum-
brance of this body, but do not commit suicide for that purpose.
Today we have no other way to break the chains of slavery.
We would, if we could, break them speedily without adopting
swadeshi. But how can that be? In this very capital of Gujarat,
women, and some men, have the courage to join processions and
attend meetings dressed in garments made of foreign yarn. As
long as this is so, how can we hope to break the chains? Even
mill-cloth is meant not for us but for the very poor. If we reserve
this cloth for us and offer khadi to the poor, the latter will ask,
"Why don't you yourselves wear khadi? You give us coarse khadi
while you cannot do without fine muslin, jagannathi and calico."
I have already said that one who wishes to serve the poor should
give up all adornment. An atmosphere will then have been created
in which the poor will not be able to plead in this manner and
will not ask for mill-cloth. They will feel ashamed and tell you
that they, too, should be given the khadi which you wear.
But thousands of men and women in Ahmedabad still wear
garments of foreign cloth. The women, moreover, entertain all
manner of fancies, that it is inauspicious to burn clothes which
they have been wearing all these days. How can burning dirt
be inauspicious? How can we cling to our filth? This way,of
arguing is wholly the result of viewing one's duty upside down.
When we do not preserve our rotting corn, how can we preserve
foreign cloth which is the sign of our slavery?
Now we do not have even two full months. The Congress will
be meeting on December 25. If we do not have the flag of swaraj
unfurled by that time, what will be the use of having convened
the Congress? How can we accomplish this? I told Vallabhbhai
that there is a reason why Chitta Ranjan Das has not sent a telegram
accepting the presidentship of the Congress. He is trying to make
Bengal feel ashamed. He has been saying to Bengal : "You are
sending me right to the, western end of India; what account shall
I give there? I do not want to bring shame on Bengal. What is
the reason that the whole of India has chosen a Bengali for the
Congress presidentship? People elsewhere think so well of Bengal
that they believe it must have something to show.5' This is how
Deshbandhu Das has been appealing to Bengal. His sending a
.telegram depends on the people's response.
Just zis,the Ali Brothers could at the last moment attend the
Congress* if in Hfce manner we cannot welcome here at